Pakistan's diverse and pluralistic civil
society secfor is a major player in the
development of the nation. The focus of
the present study was on identifying
mutually rewarding collaborations
between government and civil society and
to present these as inspiring examples.
The consultative approach adopted
focused on ascertaining the need and
value of collaboration, identifying factors
coniributing to collaboration, identifying
roadblocks and suggesting way forward
on the interface between CSOs and
Government in Pakistan. The assessment
was carried out from February to April
2007. To bring objectivity and evidence
to the findings the study starts with an
examination of the broader civil society
canvas and specifies it with examples of
collaborations between government and
_different types of civil society organisations
operating in the country. The analysis is
based on the historical and operational
dimensions of collaboration of 20 case
studies selected from across the country.

This preliminary work has produced some
valuable lessons, which were shared in a
national workshop with stakeholders. The
national workshop served as a platform
for generating further discussion about the
noture and the types of existing Govt-
CSO collaboration and to find ways and
means of fostering stronger and effective
parinerships. The study can be divided in
three parts i.e. the infroduction, the case
studies and findings/conclusion.

Chapter One gives an insight into the why,
what and how of collaboration. After @
brief discussion on the theoretical aspects
and dynamics of collaboration, the
debate then moves onto the civil society
scenario in Pakistan encompassing the
typical NGOs and the non-traditional
broader canvas of the civil society sector.
It reflects on the evolution of civil society
in Pakistan and how, with the passage of
time, the traditional acrimonious
relationship of the state with civil society
has given way fo constructive engagement.
This chapter also includes the
methodology and the constraints of the
research. The chapter concludes that in
Pakistan, synergistic and constructive
engagement of CSOs with government is
still in its infancy and most of these
engagements are associated with typical
NGOs' service delivery interventions in
areas such as health, education, poverty
reduction and community development.
Lately collaboration has extended to areas
such as rural support programmes,
gender and environment. Concurrently
research on the broader civil society
sector revealed that most partnerships

between Government and CSOs fall in

the classic consultative or service delivery
modes of engagement.

Mutually rewarding relationships remain
few and sporadic and have not
contributed substantially towards building
strong models for further replication. Most






